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Background 
The Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority (FKAA) is currently installing a central wastewater system for the Big 
Coppitt Wastewater Treatment District.  The District Includes Big Coppitt Key, Rockland Key, Geiger Key and 
Shark Key.  This packet is intended to provide the basic information needed to connect a property to the 
connection point provided by the FKAA at the property line.  The process includes working with the Monroe 
County Building Department (MCBD), The FKAA and the Monroe County Health Department (DOH) or the 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP).  If you need more specific information from an agency their 
contact information is provided at the end of the packet.  
 
 

 
Connection Tasks Overview 
 

1. Obtain Permits 
2. Begin Construction 
3. Receive Required Inspections 
4. Hook-up to the Connection Point at the Property Line 
5. Abandon the Septic/Cesspit or DEP Wastewater System  

 
 
 

Responsibilities 
The responsibility to connect a property ultimately falls with the property owner.  Owners typically hire 
plumbers to make the connection and abandon the existing septic tank/cesspit and in some cases have the 
plumber obtain the necessary permits.   
 

hǿƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŜŜǘ aƻƴǊƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƻǿƴŜǊ-ōǳƛƭŘŜǊέ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƻ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
plumber and make the connection and complete the abandonment themselves.  Typically, if you own and live 
in the house you may qualify as an άowner-builderέ for that dwelling unit.  If you are considering acting as an 
άƻǿƴŜǊ bǳƛƭŘŜǊέ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǊƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ όолрύ 289-2501 to ensure you 
meet the requirements. 
 

Previous plumbing experience is highly recommended for any individual attempting to make 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ άƻǿƴŜǊ-ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΦέ    

 
 

Notifications 
Property Owners will recŜƛǾŜ ŀ άол-Day Notice of Service Availabilityέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ available 
and ready for their connection.  Construction may begƛƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άbƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ !Ǿŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΣ 
however, the tie-in to the connection point at the street must not be completed until written  notice is 
received from the FKAA and the owner has successfully passed the applicable Monroe County Inspections.   
Tie-in prior to this notification can lead to sewage back-ups and equipment damage and may result in 
additional costs to the property owner. 
 

Pre-notification Construction 
Prior to receipt of the notice of availability portions of the construction can begin, including digging 
the trench and laying the pipe up to the house and street connection.  Owners who choose to begin 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ά5Ǌȅ-lineέ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴǊƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ    
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  Supply Monroe County with Completed Abandonment Documentation and  
Close MC Connection Permit 

 

 

Connection Tasks Checklist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  Receive DOH Abandonment Inspection & Close Abandonment Permit  

 

  Abandon Septic Tank 
 

  Make Final Connection at House  & Receive Final County Inspection  
 
 

  Obtain Initial Inspections 
                                                      ( County     &    FKAA) 

 
 

  

   Begin Construction and Tie-in to Connection Provided at the Property line 
 
 

  File Notice of Commencement  ($10) 
 
 

         Obtain Lateral Connection Permit*   ($66)       
                                                                       Monroe County Building Dept 
                              Juvenile Detention Center    OR      Monroe County Government Center    
                                                             5503 Junior College Road                 2798 Overseas Highway  

        Key West Florida 33040                    Marathon, Fl 33040 
        (305) 295-3990                                   (305) 289-2500 

 

Download at:  www.monroecounty-fl.gov 
    Click on ά[ƛƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ-{ƘƻǊǘ нǇƎǎέ 

 

 
 

 

   Obtain Abandonment Permit*    ($50)     Department of Health 

1100 Simonton St., Suite 242 
Key West, Fl 33040 
(305) 293-7524 

               Download Application at:  http://www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/ostds/index.html  
                      /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άCƻǊƳǎΣ aŜƳƻǎΣ ϧ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŦƻǊƳ 5I плмр όǇŀƎŜ мύ ϧ 5I плмр όǇŀƎŜ нύ 
 

 

 

 

 

*Most properties, including single service connections from single family residences, will permit system abandonment 
through the DOH.  However, properties with a wastewater treatment plant currently permitted through the FDEP or 
properties that require connections that are more complex than a single service gravity connection should consult the FDEP 
for additional permitting or plant abandonment requirements.  Additional information may be found through the FDEP 
contact information provided at the end of this packet or may be obtained through this link:  
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wastewater/dom/domcollect.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.monroecounty-fl.gov/
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/ostds/index.html
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wastewater/dom/domcollect.htm
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